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The old swimming pool. The house was later moved down to the pier.

Beginning of swimming lessons in Reykjanes

Swimming lessons in Reykjanes began in a small pool with turf
walls on the peninsula. Sources state that the turf pool was
dug in 1837 and that lessons began in 1853. This swimming
pool was improved in 1890 and again in 1899, and then ex-
tended to 20 meters. In 1906, improvements of the pool con-
tinued with the concrete walls and the bottom was paved

with large, clean sea gravel. People stayed in tents untll a

wooden house with 20 bunks was built. mﬁ1896
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Reykjarfjorour 15 Danielsmyri
Dosabodi 16 Seleyrar
Hveravik 17 Kaplavogur
Hvervikursker 18 Strokar = Karl og Kerling
Vestastitangi 19 Eidskerjagrundir
Miotangi 20 Eiodsker
Austastitangi 21 Eioi

Isafjorour 22 Selatangi

Ketvik 23 Urtuflara
Hadegisholl 24 Skeggholmi
Hanes 25 Hoélar

Kolahver 26 Hoélatjarnir
Gamla sundlaug 27 Raudigarour
Merartjarnir 28 Pumphusvik
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Reykjanes Swimming Pool
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In 1925, a concrete swimming pool was built at Hveravik, 30 meters long and 12 meters wide. The swimming

pool was extended to 33 1/3 meters in 1930 and to 50 meters in 1 944 The Huld Youth Association in the
municipality Nauteyrarhreppur with Jakobina Pordardottir from Laugabol in the lead worked diligently

~__to have the swimming pool built, and the association was responsrble for swimming lessons in Reykjanes
~—in the years 1920-1930. Isafjoréur Town had a boardlng house built for students taking swimming courses
-that were popular with IsafJorour r_e,;ldentsrbeﬁom the school began in Reykjanes. Swimming was taught

every day regardless of the weather. Teachers made the young people roll out in the snow before going
into the pool, as it was considered to be good for their health.

At the end of the courses there was a “swimming test day” and an outdoor festival was usually held. -
The coastal ferry Esja transported people from isafjordur Town and the IsafJorour Districts. and )ﬁarted
during the festival. The trawler Havardur also ferried people to the “swimming test day Tt JeQ
Isafjéréur Town also organized sports tournaments during the outdoor festl\(als A Sch"ool began,
students from the isafjoréur Primary School came to swimming
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yurses during the summer. and adult
sailors also, until the swimming pool in IsafJorour opened-at tt e*?begmmng of 1946. “ "
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The first principal, Adalstei n_ | rnkssorr 1osted spri ng festwals where people from IsafJaroard e to ReykJanes -

’1e volunteer work was consrdered a cont ibat 1on from the reglon in return
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t th "G-lGSUI’e of the school, all real
TJordur Town as the landowner
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300-meter backstroke swimming in clothes
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~_The swimming poel under constraiction in 1925.

1ool on the maintenance of the school bu1ld1n and the sports field. After-
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Wl mmmgtest rules injfieykg-’anes
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: ':--}_rf:*-;There was a great emphasrs on sw1mm1ng instruction after
_'_I'fthe ReykJ‘anes School began operatlng and students often
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ambrtlon for promotlng sw1mm1ng instruction. He decided to

have special swimming test rules in Reykjanes, which, how-

—-ever, did not receive formal recognition from the ministry as
the requirements were considered rather high. There were

four levels of difficulty, but the highest level included these
disciplines:

Be able to dive and swim:
5000-meter endurance swimming
1000-meter breaststroke swimming in clothes
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